
ARTICLE III


DEFINITIONS
For the purposes of this Ordinance certain words and terms are herein defined.  All other words shall have the meaning customarily assigned to them in a standard dictionary of the English language. When not inconsistent with the context, words in the present shall include the future tense, words in the singular shall include the plural number, and words in the plural shall include the singular number.  The word SHALL is mandatory and the word MAY is permissive.

Accessory Building Or Structure - A supplemental building or structure on the same parcel of land as the main building or buildings, structure, or use of land, the use of which is incidental or secondary to that of the main building or use.

Accessory Use - A use normally incidental or subordinate to, and devoted exclusively to the main use of the land, building or structure.

Agribusiness Use - Uses that are frequently found in agricultural districts that have either a retail character, by virtue of customer and off-street parking characteristics, or an industrial character, by virtue of performance characteristics.  Agribusiness uses includes, but is not limited to, pick-your-own farms, cider mills, farmers markets, farm dairies, feedlots and other confined operations and similar uses. (Added 6-13-90)
Agriculture - The art or science of cultivating the ground, the production of crops or livestock on a farm; but excluding agricultural business or industry such as fur farms, piggeries, farms used for disposal of garbage, sewage, rubbish or offal, and slaughtering of animals, except animals raised on the premises for the use and consumption of persons residing on the premises.

Airport Definitions - See Section 2328.

1.
Aircraft - Any contrivance, now known or hereafter invented, used or designated for navigation or flight in air.

2.
Airport - Any location, either on land or water, which is used for the landing or take-off of aircraft, which provides facilities for the shelter, supply or care of cargo, and all appurtenant areas used or suitable for airport buildings, or other airport facilities, and all appurtenant rights-of-way, whether heretofore or hereafter established.

3.
Commercial Activity or Operation - An activity or operation, such as the sale of gasoline or oil, the soliciting or engaging in charter flying or student instruction, the provision of shelter or tie-down of aircraft, the overhaul or repair of aircraft or engines, or otherwise offering aeronautical facilities or services to the public.

4.
Fuel - Any and all gasoline, distillates, benzine, naphtha, benzol and other volatile and inflammable liquids produced, or which may hereafter be invented, produced, compounded and used for the propelling of aircraft.

5.
Hazards - Any obstruction of whatever character, object of natural growth, or use of land, upon or surrounding or adjacent to an airport or landing field, which prevents the safe use of such facilities for take-off or landing of aircraft.

6.
Landing Field - Any location, either on land or water, which shall be used for the landing or take-off of aircraft with safety, but which is not equipped with facilities for the shelter and repair of aircraft.

7.
Landing Area - An area of an airport or landing field used or intended for use in landing, take-off or taxiing of aircraft, excluding areas and facilities for shelter, servicing or repair of aircraft or for receiving or discharging passengers or cargo.

8.
Obstructions - Any object, including without limitation, whether man made or natural, structures, trees, buildings, towers, smoke stacks, and overhead transmission lines, but not including highways and their appurtenances.

9.
Private Aircraft Landing Field - Any facility which is used for landing or take-off of only the applicant's aircraft and not for use by the public.

10.
Public - Individuals other than the applicant or those specified in a permit.

Altered - Any change in the location or use of a building or structure and any change in the supporting members of a building or structure such as bearing walls, columns, posts, beams, girders, and similar major components.

Animal Definitions
1.
Domestic Pets - Animals such as horses which are kept for pleasure riding purposes and ordinary household pets such as dogs and cats.

2.
Exotic or Wild Animal - Any animal not defined as a farm animal or domestic pet which is not native to southeast Michigan and/or is commonly found in the wild in southeast Michigan.

3.
Farm Animal - Livestock, including beef and dairy cattle, goats, hogs, horses, poultry, sheep, and other fur-bearing animals.

Automobile Repair Garage - A building or premises where the following services may be carried out in a completely enclosed building; general repairs, engine rebuilding, rebuilding or reconditioning of motor vehicles; collision service such as body, frame, or fender straightening and repair; painting and undercoating of automobiles.

Automobile Service Center - A building or premises used primarily for the sale and installation of major automobile accessories, such as tires, batteries, radios, air conditioners and mufflers, plus such services as brake adjustment, wheel alignment and balancing, but excluding any major mechanical repairs, collision work, undercoating or painting.  Sale of gasoline (stored only in approved underground tanks) shall be incidental to the above enumerated activities.

Automobile Service Station - An establishment for the sale and dispensing of motor vehicle fuel, oil, and minor accessories, and for minor repairs such as tune-ups and flat tire repair, but not including body repair, engine rebuilding, rustproofing and similar activities.

Basement - That portion of a building which is partly, or wholly below grade but so located that the vertical distance from average grade to the floor is greater than the vertical distance from the average grade to the ceiling.  If the vertical distance from the average grade to the ceiling is over five (5) feet, such basement shall be counted as a story.

Bed and Breakfast Establishments
(Added 10/11/95
Effective 11/17/95)

Bed and Breakfast Residence - A dwelling unit with not more than two (2) guest rooms where:

1.
The owner is the occupant of the dwelling unit and the operator of the bed and breakfast establishment;

2.
The operator provides overnight accommodations for less than fourteen (14) days to guests in return for payment;

3.
No kitchen facilities are provided for serving or preparing meals for overnight guests which are separate from those for the residence.

Bed and Breakfast Inn - A Single-family dwelling unit with not more than four (4) guest rooms where:

1.
The owner is the occupant of the dwelling unit and the operator of the bed and breakfast establishment;

2.
The operator provides overnight accommodations for less than fourteen (14) days to guests in return for payment;

3.
No kitchen facilities are provided for serving or preparing meals for overnight guests which are separate from those for the residence.

Bed and Breakfast Hotel - A single-family dwelling unit with not more than eight (8) guest rooms where:

1.
The operator of the bed and breakfast establishment is the occupant of the dwelling unit;

2.
The operator provides overnight accommodations for less than fourteen (14) days to guests in return for payment;

3.
No kitchen facilities are provided for serving or preparing meals for overnight guests which are separate from those for the residence.

Boarding House - A building, other than a hotel or motel, where lodging and meals are provided for compensation and/or pre-arrangement for periods exceeding fourteen (14) days, which may include one dwelling unit for occupancy by management.  Also referred to as a Rooming house.

(Amended 10/11/95
Effective 11/17/95)

Board of Appeals - The Zoning Board of Appeals of the Charter Township of Oxford.

Building - any structure, temporary or permanent, having one or more floors and a roof and intended for the shelter or enclosure of persons, animals and/or property.

Building, Main or Principal - A building or, where the context so indicates, a group of buildings in which is conducted the main or principal use of the lot on which said building is situated.

Building Height - The vertical distance from the average grade to the highest point of the roof surface on a flat roof, to the deck line of mansard roofs, and to the mean height between the eaves and the ridge for gable, hip and gambrel roofs.  Where a building is located on sloping terrain, the height may be measured from the average grade at the building walls.

Building Line - A line parallel to the front lot line at the minimum required front setback line.

Caliper - American Nursery and Landscape Association standard for measurement of trunk size of deciduous tree nursery stock.  Caliper of the trunk shall be taken 6" above the ground up to and including 4" caliper trees, and 12" above the ground for larger sizes.  Plant materials other than deciduous trees shall be measured in accordance with the American Standard for Nursery Stock (ANSI Z60.1).

(Added 10/23/02
Effective 12/7/02)

Caretaker's Quarters - A dwelling unit, permitted as a special land use by the planning commission in specified zoning districts, for a watchman, caretaker or custodian, which is clearly incidental and accessory to the permitted principal use(s) on the parcel.

(Amended 5/10/95
Effective 6/16/95)


Colocation - The location of two or more wireless communication facilities on a common structure, tower, or building.

(Added 10/08/97
Effective 11/15/97)

Condominium subdivision Definitions - Refer to Section 2227

1.
General Common Elements - The portion of the condominium project other than the condominium unit and limited common elements.

2.
Condominium Act -  Act 59 of 1978, as amended.

3.
Condominium Subdivision Plan -  The site, survey and utility plans; flood plain plans; and sections, as appropriate, showing the existing and proposed structures and improvements including the location thereof on the land.  The condominium subdivision plan shall show the size, location, area, and horizontal boundaries of each unit as well as vertical boundaries and volume for each unit comprised of enclosed air space.  A number shall be assigned to each condominium unit.  The condominium subdivision plan shall include the nature, location, and approximate size of common elements, and limited common elements.  The Condominium Subdivision Plan, for the purpose of this Ordinance, shall include the Master Deed and By Laws of the Condominium Subdivision.

4.
Condominium Unit - That portion of the condominium project designed and intended for separate ownership and use, as described in the Master Deed and is that area within which the building may be constructed.

5.
Equivalent Word, Term - Those words and terms and phrases in the Zoning Ordinance or Subdivision Control Ordinance which correspond to that word, term or phrase set forth in this definition section.

6.
Limited Common Elements - A portion of the common elements reserved in the Master Deed for the exclusive use of less than all co-owners.

7.
Homesite - That area containing the limited common elements together with its condominium unit and together shall equate to the requirements of a lot and a lot's required elements as contained in Oxford Township Zoning Ordinance and Subdivision Control Ordinance.

8. Mobile Home Condominium Project - A condominium project in which mobile homes are intended to be located upon separate condominium units.

9.
Master Deed - The condominium document recording the condominium project as reviewed by the Township attorney and approved by the Planning Commission to which is attached as exhibits and incorporated by reference the approved bylaws for the project and the approved condominium subdivision plan for the project.

10.
Setback Equivalent - "The distance between the boundary of the condominium unit and the outer boundary of the limited common element for that unit" is the equivalent phrase for the word "setback" as contained in the Zoning Ordinance.

11.
Site Condominium - The resulting subdivision of land created under the Condominium Act.

12.
Subdivision Ordinance - The Charter Township of Oxford's Subdivision Control Ordinance No. 103, as amended.



(Amended 9/10/03
Effective 9/25/03)


13.
Yard Area - The limited common element reserved exclusively for the unit located within the yard area.

Drive-in - A business establishment that is so developed that its principal retail or service character is dependent on providing a driveway approach or parking spaces for motor vehicles so as to serve patrons  in the motor vehicles while on the premises of the drive-in establishment.

Dwelling, Multiple-Family - A building or portion thereof containing three or more dwelling units.

Dwelling, One-Family - A detached building containing one dwelling unit.

Dwelling, Two-Family - A detached building containing two dwelling units.

Dwelling Unit - One or more rooms with bathroom and principal kitchen facilities designed as a self-contained unit for occupancy by one family for living, cooking and sleeping purposes.

Efficiency Apartment - A dwelling unit with a bathroom and principal kitchen facilities designed as a self-contained unit for occupancy for living, cooking and sleeping purposes and having no separate, designated bedroom.

Erected - Includes built, constructed, reconstructed, moved upon, or any physical operations on the land required for the building.  Excavations, fill, drainage and the like shall be considered a part of erection.

Essential Services - The erection, construction, alteration or maintenance by public utilities or municipal departments of underground, surface, or overhead gas, electrical, steam, fuel or water distribution systems, collection, communication, supply or disposal systems, including towers, poles, wires, mains, drains, sewers, pipes, conduits, cables, fire alarm and police call boxes, traffic signals, hydrants and similar equipment in connection herewith, but not including buildings, which are necessary for the furnishing of adequate services to the Township by such utilities or Municipal departments for general health, safety, or welfare.

Family - An individual or group of two or more persons related by blood, marriage or adoption, together with foster children and servants of the principal occupants, with not more than one additional unrelated person, who are domiciled together as a single, domestic, housekeeping unit in a dwelling unit, or;

A collective number of individuals domiciled together in one dwelling unit whose relationship is of a continuing, nontransient domestic character and who are cooking and living as a single nonprofit housekeeping unit.  This definition shall not include any group of students or other individuals whose domestic relationship is of a transitory or seasonal nature or for an anticipated limited duration.

Farm - All of the contiguous, neighboring, or associated land operated as a single unit on which any agricultural activity or the raising of farm animals is occurring.

Flood Plain - That area of land adjoining a river, stream, Watercourse, or other body of water which will be inundated by a 100-year flood, and where evidence exists that such flood has occurred, or would have occurred in the past given the current land configuration.
(Amended 8/25/04
Effective 9/9/04)

Floor Area, Gross - The total horizontal area of all floors of a building, measured from the exterior faces of the exterior walls and including all habitable basement areas, as determined by the Building Code.

Garage, Private - A space or structure suitable for storing one or more automobiles and designed and used for private rather than public, commercial or industrial purposes.  Garages attached to dwellings shall be deemed a part of the dwelling for purposes of determining yard requirements, but not floor area.

Garage, Commercial - A building or structure designed or used for the storage, care, repair or commercial display of automobiles, tractors, trucks, or other power equipment.

Greenbelt - A strip of land of specified width and location reserved for the planting of shrubs and/or trees to serve as an obscuring screen or buffer strip.

Greenway – A linear open space, with or without pedestrian or non-motorized transportation facilities, often following a natural feature of the landscape, railroad right-of-way, or utility easement.

(Added 1/14/04
Effective 2/5/04)

Gross Buildable Area - That portion of the total land area of a site not encumbered by bodies of open water, streams, 100-year floodplains and other floodplain setbacks required under Section 2206, and wetlands (as defined by Charter Township of Oxford Ordinance No. 80B).

(Added 10/23/02
Effective 12/7/02)

Ground Water - Any water found under the surface of the earth.

Hazardous Substance - Hazardous substances include hazardous chemicals as defined by the Michigan Department of Public Health and the Michigan Department of Labor; flammable and combustible liquids as defined by the Michigan Department of State Police, Fire Marshall Division; hazardous materials as defined by the U.S. Department of Transportation; and critical materials, polluting materials, and hazardous waste as defined by the Michigan Department of Natural Resources.  Petroleum products and waste oil are subject to regulation under this Ordinance as hazardous substances.

Hazardous Waste Definitions - See Section 2224.

1.
Cell - An area of hazardous wastes, segregated by "compatible waste types", and completely enveloped by cover material.

2.
Compatible Waste Types - Waste which, when in contact with each other, do not pose a threat to human health or the environment greater than existed when they were separate.

3.
Disposal Facility - A site or location at which hazardous waste is intentionally placed into or on any land or water and at which hazardous waste will remain after closure.

4.
Disposal - The discharge, deposit, injection, dumping, spilling, leaking, or placing of a hazardous waste into or on land or water in a manner that the hazardous waste or a constituent of the hazardous waste may enter the environment, or be emitted into the air, or discharged into the ground or surface water.

5.
Hazardous Waste - Wastes or a combination of waste and other discarded material including solid, liquid, semi-solid, or contained gaseous material which because of its quality, quantity, concentration, or physical, chemical, or infectious characteristics may cause or significantly contribute to an increase in mortality or increase in serious irreversible illness, or pose a substantial present or potential hazard to human health or the environment if improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of, or otherwise managed.  Hazardous waste also includes all material defined by rules promulgated pursuant to Act No. 64 of the Public Acts of 1979, as amended.

6.
Leachate - Fluid that has percolated through hazardous waste and which contains contaminants consisting of dissolved or suspended materials, chemicals and microbial waste products from the hazardous waste.

7.
Landfill - A disposal facility or part of a facility where hazardous waste is placed in or on land and which is not a land treatment facility, a surface impoundment, or an injection well.  Refer to Landfill Definitions for additional definitions.

8.
Lift - A layer of cells which raise the ground elevation to an approximately common level.

9.
Storage - The containment of hazardous waste, either on a temporary basis or for a period of years, in a manner so as not to constitute disposal of the hazardous waste.

10.
Treatment - Any method, technique, or process, including neutralization, designed to change the physical, chemical, or biological character or composition of any hazardous waste, or so as to render the waste nonhazardous or less hazardous, safer to transport, store, or dispose of, amenable to recovery, amenable to storage, or reduced in volume.

Home Occupation - An occupation, activity or hobby that is traditionally or customarily carried on within the walls of a dwelling unit, provided;

(1) That such occupation is incidental to the residential use to the extent that not more than twenty-five percent (25%) of the gross floor area of the principal building or fifty percent (50%) of the accessory building shall be occupied by such occupation.

(2) That no article or service is sold or offered for sale on the premises except such as is produced by such occupation.

(3) That such occupation shall not require internal or external alterations or construction features, equipment or machinery not customary in residential areas.

(4) That there be no employees other than members of the resident family.

(5) That no sign greater than one (1) square foot shall be displayed which shall state only the name and occupation of the owner, and shall not be illuminated.

(6) No traffic shall be generated by such home occupation in greater volumes than would normally be expected in a residential neighborhood, and all required parking shall be off-street and not in a required front yard.

(7) No equipment or process shall be used in such home occupation which creates noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors, or electrical interference on another lot or in another dwelling.

Individual Building Site - The lot, parcel, or site for a single building and shown as a functional part of an Overall Project Site in the C-3 District. (Amended  2/12/97
Effective  3/21/97)

Junk Yard - An open area of more than two hundred (200) square feet, including an automobile wrecking yard, used for the purchase, sales, exchange, disassembly, storage, processing, baling or packaging of junk, including but not limited to scrap metals, unusable machinery or motor vehicles, tires, bottles and paper, and not including uses established entirely within enclosed buildings.

Kennel, Commercial - An establishment which is not accessory to a residential use, where three (3) or more dogs, cats, or other pets are confined or kept for sale, boarding, breeding or training purposes for remuneration. 

(Amended 9/13/95
Effective 10/20/95)

Kennel, Private - An establishment which is accessory to a single family dwelling in the SE, Suburban Estates District or AG, Agricultural District, which conforms with the area, height, bulk, density, and setback requirements in the zoning ordinance, where three (3) or more dogs or cats are confined or kept, for boarding purposes only, for remuneration. This definition does not include sales, breeding or training activities. 

(Added 9/13/95

Effective 10/20/95)

Landfill Definitions - Refer to Section 2225.  Refer to Hazardous Waste Definitions for additional definitions.

1.
Ashes - The residue from burning of wood, coal, coke or other combustible materials.

2.
Bulky Wastes - Large items of refuse, including but not limited to, appliances, vehicles, furniture, large auto parts, tires, trees and branches, stumps and flotage.

3.
Cell - Compacted refuse completely enveloped by cover material.

4.
Facility - Any solid waste disposal site, system or process, the operation thereof including, but not limited to personnel, equipment and buildings.

5.
Garbage - Any putrescible solid and semi-solid animal or vegetable wastes resulting from the production, handling, preparation, cooking, serving or consumption of food or food materials.

6.
Groundwater - Any water found under the surface of the earth.

7.
Hazardous Waste - Refer to Hazardous Waste Definitions and  Section 2224.

8.
Impermeable - A hydraulic conductivity of no greater than 1 x (10) - 7 centimeters per second as determined by field and/or laboratory test made according to standard test methods.  A medium has a hydraulic conductivity of unit length per unit volume of groundwater at the prevailing viscosity through a cross section of unit area, measured at right angles to the direction of flow, under a hydraulic gradient of unit change in head through unit length of flow.

    
9.
Industrial Solid Waste - Any waste substance or a combination thereof resulting from the operation of or from any process of industry, manufacturing, trade or business or from the development of any agricultural or natural resources.

10.
Inert Solid Waste - Wastes including, but not limited to, glass, crockery, brick, plastics, rubber or other materials which are shown through analytical testing to have minimum potential for environmental degradation and leachate production.

11.
Landfill - Any disposal area or tract of land, building unit or appurtenance or combination thereof that is used to collect, store, handle, dispose of, bury, cover over, or otherwise accept or retain refuse as herein defined.

    
12.
Leachate - Fluid that has percolated through solid waste and which contains contaminants consisting of dissolved or suspended materials, chemicals and microbial waste products from the solid waste.

13.
Lift - A layer of refuse cells which raise the ground elevation to an approximately common level.

14.
Other Wastes - Garbage, refuse, decayed wood, sawdust, shavings, bark, lime cinders, offal, oil, tar, dye-stuffs, acids, chemicals and all discarded materials other than sewage or industrial wastes.

    
15.
Refuse - Any putrescible or non-putrescible solid waste, except human excreta, but including garbage, rubbish, ashes, street cleaning, dead animals, offal and solid agricultural, commercial, industrial, hazardous and institutional wastes and construction wastes resulting from the operation of a contractor.

16.
Roads on Site - Roads designated on approved plans and such other areas used by vehicles and/or equipment for travel on a regular basis, other than for travel on an infrequent basis necessitated by the operation of the landfill such as trucks and/or equipment going to and from a regular course of travel to the area which is currently being filled.

17.
Rubbish - Any non-putrescible solid waste, excluding ashes, such as cardboard, paper, plastic, metal or glass food containers, rags, waste metal, yard clippings, small pieces of wood, excelsior, rubber leather, crockery, and other similar materials.

18.
Sewage - Water-carried human or animal wastes from septic tanks, water closets, residences, buildings, industrial and municipal establishments, other places, together with such ground water infiltration, subsurface water, mixtures of industrial wastes or other wastes as may be present.

19.
Sludge - A semi-liquid sediment resulting from industrial, municipal establishments, or other places, together with such ground water infiltration, subsurface water, mixtures of industrial wastes or other wastes as may be present.

20.
Solid Waste - Any garbage, refuse, rubbish, special solid waste, other waste, or any combination thereof with insufficient liquid content to be free flowing.

21.
Special Solid Waste - Hazardous wastes, radioactive wastes, agricultural wastes, industrial wastes or sludges, and sewage residue.

Loading Space - An off-street facility or space on the same lot with a building or group of buildings, for temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while loading and unloading merchandise or materials.

Lot Area - The total horizontal area within the lot lines of a lot.

Lot Corner - Any lot located at the intersection of two streets.  A lot on a curved street shall be considered a corner lot if the intersection of the two front lot lines forms an interior angle of less than 135 degrees.

Lot Coverage - That part or percent of the lot occupied by principal and accessory buildings.

Lot Depth - The horizontal distance between the front and rear lot lines measured along the median between the side lot lines.

Lot, Interior - Any lot other than a corner lot or through lot.

Lot Lines, (Property Lines) - The lines bounding a lot as defined herein:

(1) Front Lot Line:  In the case of an interior lot, the line separating the lot from the street.  In the case of a corner lot or through lot, the line separating the lot from both streets.

(2) Rear Lot Lines:  That line opposite the front lot line.  In the case of a lot pointed at the rear, the rear lot line shall be an imaginary line parallel to the front lot line, not less than ten (10) feet long lying farthest from the front lot line, and wholly within the lot.

(3) Side Lot Line:  Any lot line other than the front lot line or rear lot line.  A side lot line separating a lot from another lot or lots is an interior side lot line.  A lot line separating a lot from a side street is a front lot line.

Lot, Lakefront - Lot, Lakefront - Any lot which is abutting a watercourse or lake. The water side shall be considered a rear yard. (Amended  2/12/97
Effective  3/21/97)

Lot of Record - A parcel of land, the dimensions of which are shown on a recorded plat on file with the County Register of Deeds, or any parcel which has been separated therefrom in accordance with the provisions of the Subdivision Control Act and which exists as described.  A lot of record must front a public street which is dedicated for access as a public street, or an approved private road.

Lot, Through - A double frontage lot, not a corner lot, having a street for both front and rear lot lines.

Lot Width - If the side lot lines are parallel, the shortest distance between the side lot lines; or, if the side lot lines are not parallel, the lot width shall be the length of a straight line at right angles to the axis of the lot as measured at a distance equal to the minimum required front setback for the district in which the lot is located. The axis of a lot shall be a straight line, located within the lot lines of the lot, joining the midpoints of the front and rear lot lines.
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(Amended  7/09/97
Effective  8/16/97)
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Major Thoroughfare - An arterial street which is designated as a major thoroughfare on the Thoroughfare Plan for the Township.

Master Land Use Plan (Comprehensive Plan) - The official Comprehensive Plan for the development of the Township, including but not limited to graphic and written proposals for thoroughfares, parks, schools, public buildings, land use and the general physical development of the Township, adopted by the Planning Commission.

Marquee - A roof-like structure of a permanent nature projecting from the wall of a building.

Mezzanine - An intermediate or fractional story between the floor and ceiling of a main story occupying not more than one-third (1/3) of the floor area of such main story.

Mobile Home - A detached, portable, single-family dwelling unit, prefabricated on its own chassis, to be transported after fabrication to a location where it will be connected to existing utilities and utilized for long-term occupancy as a complete dwelling.  This definition does not include a Travel Trailer.

Mobile Home Park - A parcel of land developed in conformity with Michigan Public Act 419 of 1976, as amended, and this Ordinance.

Nonconforming Building (Nonconforming Structure) - A building or structure (or portion thereof) lawfully existing at the time of adoption of this Ordinance or a subsequent amendment thereto, that does not conform to the provisions of this Ordinance relative to height, bulk, area, placement or yards for the zoning district in which it is located.

Nonconforming Use - A use of a building or structure or of a parcel, or tract of land, lawfully existing at the time of adoption of the Ordinance or a subsequent amendment thereto, that does not conform to the use or regulations of this Ordinance for the zoning district in which it is situated.

Nonconforming Use and Building - A use and a building lawfully existing at the time of adoption of this Ordinance or a subsequent amendment thereto which does not conform to the use, height, bulk, placement or yard provisions for the zoning district in which it is situated.

Nursery School (Day Care Center) - A public or private school, kindergarten or child care facility wherein day care or day care and education is provided for five (5) or more minor children.

Nursing Home (Convalescent or Rest Home) - A home for the care of the aged, infirm or those suffering from bodily and/or mental disorders, wherein more than six persons are housed or lodged and furnished with professional care.

Occupied - Used in any way at the time in question.

Off-street Parking Lot - A facility other than for single or two- family dwellings providing vehicular parking spaces along with adequate drives and aisles for maneuvering, so as to provide access for entrance and exit for the parking of more than three (3) vehicles.

Owner - The person or persons, firm, or corporation having legal or equitable title to a lot or parcel of land, or their lessees or agents.

Overall Project site - The entire project area proposed to be developed in the C-3 district as a functional unit and shown on a single site plan.
(Amended  2/12/97
Effective  3/21/97)

Pedestrian Walkway - any facility designed to safely move pedestrians that is physically separated from a public street or service drive.  Pedestrian walkways may be open, covered, or enclosed and include such terms as "sidewalks" and "safety path". 

(Added 2/12/97
  Effective 3/21/97)

Person - Any individual, partnership, corporation, association, institution, cooperative enterprise, municipality, the State commission, political subdivision of the State, federal agency, any interstate body, or other duly established legal entity.

Planned Residential Development (PRD) - A form of development usually characterized by a flexible but unitary site plan for a mix of building and dwelling types.  A PRD is a mixed-use development that requires site plan review and special approval by the Township but does not necessarily require rezoning to accommodate the differing uses.

Private Driveway, shall mean any piece of privately owned and maintained property which is used for access by vehicular traffic to a single parcel of private property but is not open or normally used by the public.  (Added  2/12/97
Effective  3/21/97)

Private Road, shall mean a privately owned and maintained road, allowing access to one or more residences or place of business, which is normally open to the public and upon which persons other than the owners located thereon may also travel.  The erection of such signs as "Residents Only", or the like shall not be deemed to remove any roadway from the requirements of this Ordinance where said roadway is deemed to come within this Ordinance by the Oxford Township Zoning Administrator or his designee.

(Amended 05/11/94)  (Effective 06/17/94) 

(Added  2/12/97
Effective  3/21/97)

Public Street - any public thoroughfare located within right-of-way controlled by a public agency.

(Added  2/12/97
Effective  3/21/97)

Recreation Amenities - Improvements meant to facilitate active or passive recreation, sports, and leisure activities, including, but not limited to, benches, picnic tables, gazebos, play structures, pathways, ball fields and play fields, wildlife enhancements, etc.

(Added 10/23/02
Effective 12/7/02)

Resort Feature - A recreation facility associated with a resort-style development, including, but not limited to, a club house, marina, tennis courts, etc.

(Added 10/23/02
Effective 12/7/02)

Right-of-way Line - In the case of a public road, the line separating a lot or parcel from the land area dedicated to a public agency for use as a road and associated improvements. In the case of a private road, the line separating a lot or parcel from the land area within a private road easement.

(Amended  2/12/97
Effective  3/21/97)

Road - See Street.  Road and Street are used interchangeably in this Ordinance.

Roadside Stand - A temporary or existing permanent structure containing not more than two hundred (200) square feet of enclosed floor area and operating for the purpose of selling agricultural, dairy or poultry products raised or produced only by the proprietor of the stand or by his family.

Safety Path – A constructed surface located in a public right-of-way, separate from any improved portion of a roadway or highway, dedicated primarily for use by pedestrians and persons operating non-motorized vehicles.

(Added 2/12/97
Effective 3/21/97)

(Amended 1/14/04
Effective 2/5/04)

Setback Line, Required - A line marking the minimum required setback distance from front, side, or rear lot lines, and the street right-of-way line, and private road easement line for all principal and accessory buildings and structures.  The required setback line establishes the minimum required open space of a lot, parcel, homesite, or condominium unit. (Amended 6-13-90)  The setback distance of a structure is the point closest to the setback line.

Service Drives - internal private streets and drives providing intress to, egress from, access or circultion within an Overall Project Site.  Service drives may include such terms as loading drives, internal drives and the like. 

(Added  2/12/97
Effective  3/21/97)

Sign Definitions

ANIMATED SIGN (See Flashing Sign).  Any sign that uses movement or change of lighting to depict or create a special effect or scene.  This definition shall not include electronic signs displaying only time, temperature and stock market information.
AWNING SIGN. (See Canopy Sign).  A sign which is printed or otherwise affixed to an awning which may be rolled or folded up against the wall to which it is attached.  

BALLOON SIGN.  Any air or gas-filled object used as a temporary sign to direct attention to any business or profession, or to a commodity or service sold, offered or manufactured, or to any festival or entertainment. 

BANNER SIGN.  Temporary signs produced on cloth, paper, fabric or other natural or synthetic material of any kind, with or without frames.  National, state or municipal flags or the official flag of any institution or business shall not be considered banners.  

BILLBOARD.  A surface whereon advertising matter is set in view conspicuously and which advertising does not apply to premises or any use of premises wherein it is displayed or posted (an off-site sign) and is regulated in accordance with regulations governed by the Highway Advertising Act, P.A. 106 of 1972 as amended. 

BUSINESS SIGN.  An accessory sign related to the business, activity or service conducted on the premises upon which the sign is placed.  

CANOPY SIGN (See Awning Sign).  Any sign that is a part of or attached to an awning, canopy, or other fabric, plastic, or structural protective cover over a door, entrance, window, or outdoor service area.  A marquee is not a canopy.  

CHANGEABLE COPY SIGN.  A sign or portion thereof with characters letters, or illustrations that can be changed or rearranged without altering the structural integrity of the sign.  A sign on which the message changes more than eight times per day shall be considered an animated sign and not a changeable copy sign for purposes of this ordinance.  A sign on which the only copy that changes is an electronic or mechanical indication of time, temperature or stock market information shall be considered a "time, temperature and stock market" portion of a sign and not a changeable copy sign for purposes of this ordinance.  

COMMERCIAL MESSAGE.  Any sign wording, logo or other representation that, directly or indirectly, names, advertises or calls attention to a business, product, service, or other commercial activity.

CONSTRUCTION SIGN.  A temporary sign that bears the names and addresses of the project, contractors, architects, developers, planners, financial institutions, or engineers engaged in the construction project.  

DEVELOPMENT ENTRANCEWAY SIGN.  A sign, depicting the name of a residential, office, or industrial development, including, but not limited to, residential, office or industrial subdivisions or condominium subdivisions, apartment complexes, senior housing complexes, and mobile home parks, located at the entrance of such development.  

FLAG.  Any fabric, banner, or bunting containing distinctive colors, patterns, or symbols, used as a symbol of a government, political subdivision, corporation, or other entity.  

FLASHING SIGN (See Animated Sign).  Any sign, which, by method or manner of illumination, flashes on or off, winks, or blinks with varying light intensity, shows motion, or creates the illusion of motion or revolves in a manner to create the illusion of being on or off.   

FREESTANDING OR GROUND SIGN.  A sign supported directly by the ground or with support provided by uprights, braces, pylons or poles anchored in the ground that are independent from any building or other structure.  For purposes of this ordinance, freestanding or ground signs shall include: billboards, incidental signs, monolith, subdivision entranceway, and business signs.  

ILLUMINATED SIGN.  A sign illuminated in any manner by an artificial light source.   

INCIDENTAL SIGN.  A sign, generally informational, that has a purpose secondary to the use of the lot on which it is located, such as "no parking", "loading only", "telephone", and similar directives.  No sign with a commercial message legible from a position off the lot on which the sign is located shall be considered incidental.  

INTEGRAL SIGN.  A sign that may contain the name of the building, date of erection, or take the form of a monumental citation or commemorative tablet.  The sign is often carved into stone, concrete or similar material or made of bronze, aluminum or other permanent type construction and made an integral part of the structure.  

MARQUEE.  Any permanent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building or extending along and projecting beyond the wall of the building, generally designed and constructed to provide protection from the weather.  

MARQUEE SIGN.  Any sign attached to, in any manner, or made a part of a marquee.  

MONOLITH SIGN.  A three-dimensional, self-supporting, base-mounted, freestanding sign, consisting of two (2) or more sides extending up from the base, and upon which a message is painted or posted.  A monolith sign may also consist of a base-mounted cylindrical structure upon which a message is painted or posted.  

NEON SIGN.  A sign consisting of visible glass tubing, filled with neon gas, which glows when electric current is sent through it.  

NON-CONFORMING SIGN.  Signs which are prohibited under the terms of this Ordinance but were in use and lawful prior to the enactment of this Ordinance, or subsequent amendment thereof that enacted the prohibition.   

OBSOLETE SIGN.  Signs that advertise a product that is no longer made or that advertise a business that has closed.  

OFF-PREMISES SIGN.  See Billboard.

PENNANT SIGN.  A sign or display consisting of long, narrow, usually triangular flags of lightweight plastic, fabric, or other materials, that may or may not contain a message, suspended from a rope, wire, or string, usually in series, designed to move in the wind.  

POLITICAL SIGN.  A temporary sign relating to the election of a person to public office or relating to a political party or relating to a matter to be voted upon at an election called by a public body. 

PORTABLE SIGN.  A temporary sign which is not permanently affixed to a building face or to a pole, pylon, or other support that is permanently anchored in the ground.  A portable sign is capable of being moved from one location to another.  Portable signs include, but are not limited to:  signs designed to be transported by means of wheels; signs converted to A- or T- frames; menu and sandwich board signs; balloons used as signs; and signs attached to or painted on vehicles parked and visible from the public right-of-way, unless said vehicle is used in the normal day-to-day operations of the business.  

PRINCIPAL BUILDING.  The building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot on which it is located.  Lots with multiple principal uses may have multiple principal buildings, but storage buildings, garages, and other clearly accessory uses shall not be considered principal buildings.  

PROJECTING SIGN.  Any sign affixed to a building or wall in such a manner that its leading edge extends beyond the surface of the building or wall.  

REAL ESTATE SIGN.  A temporary sign placed upon property for the purpose of advertising to the public the sale or lease of said property.  

ROOF SIGN.  Any sign erected and constructed wholly on and over the roof of a building, and supported by the roof structure.    

SANDWICH SIGN.  A temporary, portable sign consisting of two advertising boards laid back-to-back and at least partially supported by each other.

SIGN.  The display of any words, numerals, figures, devices, designs or trademarks to make known an individual, firm, profession, business, product or message and which is visible to the general public.  

STREET FURNITURE SIGN.  A sign structure which by its design invites, entices, encourages or makes itself convenient or available to use by the general public for something more than mere visual attraction to its message.  Street furniture signs include but are not limited to signage on benches and on table umbrellas used for outdoor, cafe-style dining.  

STREET FRONTAGE.  The distance for which a lot line of a lot (or combination of lots) adjoins a public street, from one lot line intersecting said street to the furthest distant lot line intersecting the same street. 

SUSPENDED SIGN.  A sign that is suspended from the underside of a horizontal plane surface and is supported by such surface.  

TEMPORARY SIGN.  A sign which is used only temporarily and advertises a private or public seasonal or special event, function or sale.  Temporary signs are not permanently mounted. For purposes of this ordinance, temporary signs shall include: balloon, banner, construction, political, portable and real estate signs.  

WALL SIGN.  A sign fastened to or painted on the wall area of a building or structure that is confined within the limits of the wall with the exposed face of the sign in a plane approximately parallel to the plane of such wall.  

WINDOW SIGN.  Any sign that is placed inside a window or upon the window panes or glass and is visible from the exterior of the window.
(Repealed and replaced by Sign Ordinance #85 (Amended 9/14/94  Effective 9/22/94)

(This amendment repealed Sign Ordinance #85 (Amended 8/9/00  Effective 9/15/00)

  (Amended 9/10/03
Effective 9/25/03)

Site - A parcel or unit of land.

Site Plan - A plan showing all salient features of a proposed development, so that it may be evaluated in order to determine whether it meets the provisions of this Ordinance.  A site plan must include all of the information required by Section 2221 of this Ordinance.

Special Land Use - Refers to uses and approvals as provided in Article 23 of this Ordinance and Michigan Public Act 184 of 1943, as amended.

Stable, Private - An accessory building for the keeping of horses for non-commercial use of the residents of the principal building on the lot.

Stable, Riding or Boarding (Including Riding Academies) - A stable other than a private stable, carried on within an unplatted parcel of land of not less than forty (40) acres.

Story - That part of a building, except a mezzanine or basement, as defined herein, included between the surface on one floor and the surface of the next floor above it, or any portion of a building between the topmost floor and the roof having a usable floor area equal to at least fifty percent of the usable floor area of the floor immediately below it.

Street - A public thoroughfare or an approved private road which affords the principal means of access to abutting property.

Structure - Any constructed or erected material, the use of which requires locations on the ground or attachment to something having location on the ground, including but not limited to buildings, towers, sheds, smoke stacks, overhead transmission lines, fences and signs, but excepting walks, drives, pavements, and similar access or circulation facilities.

Surface Waters - Water occurring generally on the surface of the earth.

Temporary Use, Temporary Building - A use or building permitted to exist during periods of construction of a main building or use, or for special events.

Township - The Charter Township of Oxford.

Travel Trailer - A vehicle, self-propelled or non self-propelled, so designed and constructed as to permit its being used as a conveyance on the public streets and duly licensable as such, and of a nature that will permit nonpermanent occupancy as a dwelling unit or rooming unit by one or more persons.

Unbuildable Land - Land encumbered by bodies of open water, streams, 100-year floodplains and other floodplain setbacks required under Section 2206, and wetlands (as defined by Charter Township of Oxford Ordinance No. 80B).

(Added 10/23/02
Effective 12/7/02)

Use, Principal - The primary and chief purpose for which a lot or parcel is used.

Variance - A modification of the literal provisions of this Ordinance granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals in situations or under circumstances where permitted by law.

Wall - An obscuring structure of definite height and location, constructed of masonry, concrete or similar approved material.

Watercourse - Any natural or artificial channel or depression in the surface of the earth that provides a course for water flowing either continuously or intermittently and as defined in the Charter Township of Oxford Wetlands & Watercourses Ordinance 80A, as amended.

Wetland - Land as defined in the Charter Township of Oxford Wetlands & Watercourses Ordinance 80A, as amended.

Wireless Communication Facilities - All structures and accessory facilities relating to the use of the radio frequency spectrum for the purpose of transmitting or receiving radio signals.  This may include, but shall not be limited to, radio, television, micro-wave relay, wireless telephone transmission and commercial mobile radio services towers, including monopoles and lattice towers.  Not included within this definition are:  citizen band radio facilities; short wave facilities; ham, amateur radio facilities; satellite dishes; and governmental facilities which are subject to state or federal law or regulations which preempt municipal regulatory authority.

(Added 10/08/97
Effective 11/15/97)

Yard - The open spaces on the same lot with a main building, unoccupied and unobstructed from the ground upward except as otherwise provided in this Ordinance, and as defined herein:

(1) Front Yard:  An open space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the minimum horizontal distance between the front lot line and the front setback line.

(2) Rear Yard:  An open space extending the full width of the lot, the depth of which is the minimum horizontal distance between the rear lot line and the rear setback line.

(3) Side Yard:  An open space, extending from the front yard to the rear yard, the width of which is the horizontal distance from nearest point of the side lot line to the side setback line.

(Article 3 Amended 8/10/94
Effective 9/16/94)

(Article 3 Amended 10/23/02
Effective 12/7/02)

(Article 3 Amended 9/10/03
Effective 9/25/03)

(Article 3 Amended 1/14/04
Effective 2/5/04)  

(Article 3 Amended 8/25/04
Effective 9/9/04)
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