
ARTICLE XVIII


M-l PLANNED LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT
SECTION 1800.
INTENT
The M-1 Planned Light Industrial district is intended to accommodate certain industrial, research and warehousing activities whose external physical effects are minimal and in no way detrimental to surrounding districts, plus wholesale and intensive service activities of a nature that does not justify their inclusion in any commercial use district.  It is also the intent of this Article to encourage the development of planned industrial parks characterized by principal uses which are located in a building on a landscaped site, served by adequate off-street parking, loading, and screening of adjacent districts.

SECTION 1801.
PERMITTED PRINCIPAL USES
Unless otherwise permitted in this Ordinance, no building shall be erected and no building or land shall be used in the M-l districts except for one or more uses of the following character:

A.
Any use charged with the principal function of basic research, design and pilot or experimental product development when conducted within a completely enclosed building.  The growing of any vegetation requisite to the conducting of basic research shall be excluded from the requirement for enclosure.

B.
Research and office uses related to permitted industrial operations.

C.
Any of the following uses when conducted wholly within a completely enclosed building, including building windows and doors:

1.
Warehousing and wholesale establishments, tool, die, gauge and machine shops.

2.
The manufacture, compounding, processing, packaging or treatment of products, articles, or merchandise from previously prepared materials.

D.
Manufacture of musical instruments, toys, novelties, and metal or rubber stamps or other small molded rubber products, or injection molded or vacuum-formed plastic products.

E.
Manufacture or assembly of electrical appliances, electronic instruments, radios and phonographs, computers, and similar products.

F.
Experimental, film, or testing laboratories.

G.
Manufacture and repair of electric or neon signs, light sheet metal products, such as heating and ventilating equipment and ductwork, gutters, downspouts, and the like.

H.
Municipal service buildings and yards.

I.
Lumber yards, building materials storage and sales.

J.
Heavy automobile repair garages (excluding junkyards or storage of other than customer vehicles).

K.
Indoor racquet sports building, skating arena, and similar uses involving large structures of the type that can be easily converted to industrial usage.

L.
Contractor or builder's office, including an equipment storage yard if related to the contractor or builder's business.

M.
Rental space for outdoor storage of travel trailers, motor homes, recreational vehicles, campers, boats and the like, provided all sides which abut property zoned for residential use shall have a six (6) foot high, completely obscuring wall or fence approved by the Planning Commission.

N.
Uses which, in the opinion of the Planning Commission, are similar to the above permitted uses.

SECTION 1802.
SPECIAL LAND USES
The following special land uses shall be permitted only after proper notice has been given, and after review and approval by the Planning Commission, subject to the requirements and standards of Article 23, including the submission of a site plan conforming to the requirements of Section 2221.

A.
Retail and personal service establishments necessary to serve businesses and employees of the M-l district (Section 2332).

B.
Utility Uses (Section 2337).

C.
Shooting Ranges and Gun Clubs (Section 2339).

D.
Commercial Outdoor Recreation (Section 2311).

(Amended 8/8/90 Effective 9/15/90)

E.
Yard Waste Composting Facilities (Section 2342).

(Amended 8/14/91 Effective 9/20/91)

F.
Caretaker's Quarters (Section 2308).

(Amended 5/10/95 Effective 6/16/95)

SECTION 1803.
LOCATION OF M-1 DISTRICT
An M-1 district shall be located in areas of Charter Township of Oxford that are designated in the Township's adopted Master Plan for Light Industrial uses.  A petition for an M-1 district in any other location shall either follow, or proceed simultaneously with, an amendment to the adopted Master Plan.  Applications for expansion of existing M-1 districts or for new M-1 districts, beyond the limits shown on the adopted Master Plan, shall only be accepted for areas in which Township water and sanitary sewer services will be available at the time of opening of the development and which is otherwise compatible with surrounding existing and proposed land use as provided for in the Township Zoning Ordinance and Master Land Use Plan.

SECTION 1804.
REQUIRED OFF-STREET PARKING
Parking areas shall be divided by landscape islands or medians for the purpose of channeling traffic flows, breaking up the visual impact of large paved areas, reducing heat and glare from paved surfaces, and improving the attractiveness of the development.  The location of landscape islands and medians shall be shown on the concept plan.  Landscape islands shall be planted in accordance with the approved landscape plan.  All landscape islands shall be defined by concrete curbs and designed to comply with Section 2213 of this Ordinance.  Parking areas shall not be located in any required yard unless said parking area(s) are located in a side or rear yard between two adjacent developments where the parking facilities for each development are, will be or can accommodate connected parking areas and/or joint use of parking areas, as determined by the Planning Commission.

(Amended 10/08/97
Effective 11/15/97)

SECTION 1805.
LANDSCAPING REQUIREMENTS
A.
All required yards, and all other areas designated in the approved site plan for landscaping, shall be landscaped in accordance with the layout and plant materials schedule on the approved site plan.  All landscaped areas shall be regularly maintained so as to retain, as a minimum, the landscape character and quality of the site as shown on the approved site plan and in accordance with Section 2208.

B.
All required yards shall be landscaped for the purpose of creating an attractive setting for the development, to make the development compatible with neighboring uses, to filter the view from adjacent streets and properties, and to screen the view from adjacent residential areas.  A Buffer (Section 2208) shall be required within the required yard setback adjacent to any residential district.  The Planning Commission shall determine which Buffer (A, B, or C) is required based on the structure of the proposed use and its impact on the adjacent residential uses.

C.
The provisions of this Section shall not apply to those areas within a side or rear yard where said side or rear yard is utilized for parking area(s) between two adjacent developments where the parking facilities for each development are, will be or can accommodate connected parking areas and/or joint use of parking areas, as determined by the Planning Commission, and where the joint use of said parking areas is permitted in accordance with Section 1804.

(Amended 10/08/97
Effective 11/15/97)

SECTION 1806.
OUTDOOR LIGHTING
All parking areas and service drives shall be lighted at night during business hours.  The Planning Commission may require a minimum level of lighting be provided during non-business hours at night for public safety and policing purposes.  All outside lighting shall be arranged and shielded to prevent glare or reflections, nuisance, inconvenience, or hazardous interference of any kind of adjoining public streets or adjoining neighboring residential properties.  The Planning Commission may, as a part of site plan approval, regulate the intensity and type of lights of such lights, to assure that the standards and intent of this section will be met.

SECTION 1807.
CIRCULATION AND ACCESS
A.
An M-1 development shall not have more than two (2) access drives onto any one (1) public street unless the Applicant submits a traffic study prepared by a professional engineer (P.E.), certified planner (AICP) or professional community planner (PCP) showing projected access drive traffic volumes and demonstrating that an additional access drive is necessary for safe and reasonable access to and from this site.

B.
Service drives that will provide the principal access to and exit from the M-1 development shall be physically separated from parking areas by landscape islands.  Parking spaces shall not open onto the principal access drives.

C.
The Planning Commission may require turn lanes at intersections with abutting public streets, or with interior service drives, where traffic volumes or flow patterns indicated such lanes to be necessary.

D.
An M-1 development shall abut and have access to one or more public streets.

E.
The Township Planning Commission may require provisions for pedestrian walkways within the M-1 development, if the location of business, the size of the development, or the layout of parking areas or service drives indicate that walkways are needed for convenience and safety of pedestrians.

F.
A safety path shall be provided as required under the Township’s Safety Path and Sidewalk Regulations Ordinance No. 117 and Section 2230.  The Planning Commission may require connecting sidewalks between the safety path and interior walkways if necessary for the convenience and safety of pedestrians.

(Amended 8/25/04
Effective 9/9/04)

G.
All safety paths, pedestrian walkways, and sidewalks shall be barrier free and comply with the current standards of the American with Disabilities Act (ADA).

H.
The Township Planning Commission may require provisions for placement of traffic control devices where the size of the development, layout of parking areas for service drives, location or nature of businesses, or expected pedestrian or vehicular traffic indicates that such traffic control devices may be required to preserve public safety.  Traffic control devices, such as stop signs, speed limit signs, traffic signals, turn arrows, one-way directions, pavement markings, and pedestrian crossings shall be provided in accordance with the Michigan Manual of Uniform Traffic Control Devices, and shall be maintained consistently meet the standards of the Michigan Manual.

SECTION 1808.
LOADING AREAS
Loading areas shall be provided in accordance with Section 2212 herein, except that the following regulations shall apply, notwithstanding any provisions of Section 2212.

A.
No loading area may be located in any required yard.  The provisions of this subsection shall not apply to those areas within a side or rear yard where said side or rear yard is utilized for parking and / or loading between two adjacent developments and where the parking and / or loading facilities for each development are, will be or can accommodate connected parking areas and/or joint use of  parking areas, as determined by the Planning Commission.

B.
All loading areas shall be screened from view from any public street right-of-way and from any adjacent residential property.

C.
Loading and service areas shall be laid out so that, in the process of loading or unloading, no vehicle will block or extend into any other service drive or public street.  Loading and service drives shall be clearly marked on the site.

(Amended 10/08/97
Effective 11/15/97)

SECTION 1809.
NUMBER OF BUILDINGS
Permitted uses may be provided in one (1) building or in two (2) or more buildings.  If separate buildings are provided, they shall be organized on the site in such a way that will create a cohesive grouping of buildings.  Unified architectural and landscape treatment shall be provided in all parts of an M-1 development.

SECTION 1810.
OUTDOOR STORAGE
Outdoor storage of new or waste materials or products shall be prohibited in an M-1 district, unless such storage is located within a screened area.  Such storage shall not be located in any required yard or in any service drive or parking area.  Screening for a storage areas shall be finished with materials that match or are compatible with the exterior materials of the principal building(s) of the development.  This section shall not prohibit otherwise permitted displays for outdoor uses.

SECTION 1811.
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS
Any project in an M-1 Light Industrial District shall comply with all of the performance standards for smoke, odors, noise, vibration and other use effects set forth in Section 2216.

SECTION 1812.
PLANNED DEVELOPMENT REVIEW PROCESS
All M-1, light industrial uses, including any new use, addition to an existing use, structural alteration, or significant change in use, shall be reviewed in accordance with Section 2228 - Planned Development Review Process.  A significant change in existing use includes a change in equipment or process which may result in an increase in smoke, odor, noise, or vibration or an external change in the design, construction, or configuration of the building.

(Revised 4/10/96
Effective 5/17/96)

(Amended 8/25/04
Effective 9/9/04)
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