SECTION 2208.  GREENBELTS, LANDSCAPING, AND PLANT MATERIALS
A.
Minimum Requirement Established.  A minimum of 10% of the total site area of any use requiring site plan approval shall be developed as landscaped open space.  All such minimum required open space shall be located in a front and/or side yard.  Pedestrian walks, plazas, planters and other decorative elements may be included in such landscaped areas.

B.
Whenever a greenbelt is required by this ordinance or landscaping proposed by a developer, it shall be planted within six (6) months from the date a certificate of occupancy is issued and shall thereafter be maintained in a healthy, growing condition to provide a screen to abutting properties.  Specific planting requirements for greenbelts are as follows:

1.
The planting strip shall be no less than ten (10) feet in width.

2.
Plant materials shall not be placed closer than four (4) feet from the property line.

3.
A minimum of one (1) evergreen tree shall be planted for every ten (10) lineal feet of greenbelt.

4.
A minimum of three (3) shrubs shall be planted for every ten (10) lineal feet of greenbelt.

5.
Plant materials within the greenbelt should have a pleasing natural appearance by staggering the plants in one or more rows or by grouping of materials.

6.
No earthen berm shall exceed a height of four (4) feet.  To avoid a monotonous appearance and insure proper drainage in the area, the berm shall be broken or provided with openings at least every seventy-five (75) feet or as modified by the Planning Commission.

(Amended 12/12/01  Effective 1/25/02)

C.
Suggested plant materials:

1.
The following evergreens and all similar plants shall be a minimum of six (6) feet in height with an average spread typical of the variety or species proposed.

Hemlock

Fir

Pine

Juniper

Red Ceder

American Arborvitae

Pyramidal Arborvitae

Columnar Juniper

Irish Juniper

2.
The following and similar types of single stem, tree-like shrubs shall have a minimum caliper of two (2) inches when installed:

Flowering Crabs

Russian Olive

Smoke Bush

Clump Bush

Mountain ash

Dogwood

Redbud

Rose of Sharon

3.
The following and similar types of deciduous shrubs shall have a minimum height of three (3) feet when installed.

Honey Suckle

Vibumum

Mock orange

Tall hedge

Holly (Varieties)

Forsythia

Barberry

Ninebark

4.
The following and similar types of trees shall have a minimum caliper of three (3) inches when installed:

Marshall Seedless Ash

Birch

Linden

Thornless, Seedless Varieties of Locust

Hard Maples

Oaks

5.
The following and similar types of evergreen shrubs shall have a minimum height of two (2) feet or a minimum spread of two (2) feet when installed:

Variegated Euonymus

Holly (varieties)

Japanese Andromeda

Firethorn (Pyracantha)

Rhododendron

Azaleas

Junipers (low growing varieties)

Mugo Pines

Yews (low growing)

Globe Arborvitaes

(Amended 12/12/01  Effective 1/25/02)

D.
A cash performance guarantee shall be deposited with the Township, in an amount as established by Section 2215, until such time as the greenbelt is planted.  In the event that weather or seasonal conditions prevent transplanting, the applicant shall be granted six (6) months from the date of issuance of a certificate of occupancy to install the greenbelt.

In all cases, the Township may withhold the cash performance guarantee for a period up to two (2) years from the date of completion to insure that any dead or dying nursery stock will be replaced.  Upon satisfactory completion of the greenbelt, after the 2-year growing period, the entire sum of the performance guarantee shall be returned to the applicant.  The owner of the property on which the greenbelt has been planted shall thereafter be responsible for maintaining the plant materials in a healthy, growing condition.  All dead plant materials shall be replaced by the owner/tenant within six (6) months.  Failure to do so shall constitute a violation of this Ordinance.

E. In determining conformance with the planting requirements of this Ordinance, all plant material shall be measured in accordance with the current American Standard for Nursery Stock, ANSI Z60.1.

(Added 01/22/03
Effective 02/28/03)
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(Amended 12/12/01
Effective 1/25/02)
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